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- thOry The family did not
of money. Still, by all

nts were crushed. With
hey made arrangements

ﬁa his hands. His favorite
le stuffed li,o.n--—was put into

2ds & horse-drawn
I mket to Oak Grove
‘open grave lay

the vault to fill up the grave.

5  Everyone thought that was the end
of Harry Spitz. And for 63 years, it
was. But on July 2, 1975, Harry was
back in the news. That morning the
caretaker of Oak Grove Cemetery saw
a small pile of dirt near Harry’s
tombstone. Walking closer, he saw a
bizarre sight. The ground over Harry’s
grave had buckled. The burial vault
was poking up through the grass. The
caretaker could see that a corner of the
vault had split open, and the lid was
resting at an angle. It didn’t look like
someone had dug up the vault. All the
earth had been pushed up from
underneath the ground.

6 The caretaker wasn’t sure what to
think. He wondered if some kids had
set off fireworks near the grave.
Perhaps one backfired and ruptured
the grave. In any case, he called the
police. Chief Bennie Palmer and
Officer Ralph Chapman took the
call, Before seeing the grave, Palmer
thought he knew what had happened.
From time to time a strange group of
people gathered in the cemetery. They
tried to make contact with the spirits
of dead people. He figured the group




13 " No one could explain it. But Many
were a bit frightened by it They
wondzred what it all meant. They
miered what forces had been at

2 bnjuly 12, 1975, Harry Spitz’s body
?Med for a second time. His




B | Recalling Facts

How well do you remember the facts in the article? Put an X ir
the box next to the answer that correctly completes each
statement about the article.

1. When Harry Spitz’s body was buried for the first time,
{1 a. asingle flower was laid in his hands.

2. On july 2, 1975, the caretaker at Oak Grove Cemetery saw
[J a. Harry Spitz’s body poking through the ground.

0 b. Harry Spitz’s burial vauit poking through the ground.
[ c. fireworks near Harry Spitz’s grave.

3. One theory the policemen had about Harry’s grave was that
O a. there was a natural gas leak in the area.

0 b. someone had set off fireworks near the grave.

- [0 c. someone had dug up the vauit.

4. When Harry Spitz’s casket was opened,
[0 a. the body was in remarkably good shape.

- [ c. only bones were found.

5. OnJuly 12, 1975,
O a ”Wsmmpowdmndﬁ\egrwndasecond

L Han{y Spitz’s body was buried for a second time.
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Author’s Approach

Put an X in the box next to the correct answer.

1. What do the authors imply by saying, “Harry Spitz seemed like
an ordinary little boy”?

[] a. Harry Spitz was not an ordinary little boy.

[] b. Harry Spitz was like other little boys.

[1 c. Harry Spitz was not an interesting boy.

o o d

2. Based on the information in the article, you can condlude that
the authors want you to think that

{1 a. Hamy Spitz's burial vault might pop up from the ground

again.

) b. Harmry Spitz is not really dead.

{1 ¢. Hamy Spitz had something to do with his own bunial vault

popping up from the ground.

3. Which of the following statements from the article best
describes how the people of Morgantown felt about Harmy
Spitz’s grave?

{3 a. Police Chief Palmer thought he knew what had happenea

{3 b. Clearly no one had dug up the grave.

I ¢ "It was really baffling.”

. Number of correct answers

Record your personal assessment of your work on the
Critical Thinking Chart on page 58.
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~ Personal Response
Mdoyouﬂﬁkyouwmddhavefdt if you had found Harry
Spitz’s vault poking up through the ground?




